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Hello Everyone

Christmas 2016

“Away in a Manger” is the best-known and best-loved Christmas carol,
according to a survey published way back in 2003. Two thirds of those
polled said they knew all the words of the carol and more that 7 out of 10
said they attended a carol service every year. “Silent Night” and “O Little
Town of Bethlehem” were second and third respectively.

In a question about which person was most associated with Christmas, the
same poll had Cliff Richard in fourth place and The Vicar of Dibley in
tenth. They were the only people who had any kind of association with
Christianity in the top ten answers. The Trotter family came first (Only
Fools and Horses)

I know this poll is a little out of date, I’m not aware of one being conduct-
ed since, but I fear we would have the same response. The Christian
message 1s being lost amongst the build up to Christmas, between the TV
shows, the Christmas Cards of cute dogs and Christmas advertisements.
Please do not get me wrong, I love Christmas with all the trimmings, I
love nothing more than a cute Christmas card or even a funny one. [ love
watching for the best TV advert. Who will come first? John Lewis, M&S,
Sainsbury’s, Tesco or Aldi? Twinkling lights, dressed shop fronts, a quick
half'in the Plough or the Crown, I’m up for it all!

But I do think we all need to dig a lot deeper to rediscover the real mean-
ing of Christmas.

Christmas came into existence just a little over 2000 years ago, with a
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child born to parents who made a long journey at the worst possible time.
That Baby was to be the Saviour of the world, a child to bring hope and
peace to all. Without going into too much detail (as my Christmas sermon
would be ruined!) we find ourselves in 2016 with little hope or peace at
Christmas, or any other time of the year come to think ofit.

We need to be still and think about Christ; acknowledge that we celebrate
his Birthday every year without giving him a second thought. Take time
to ponder why we come together to sing familiar songs, and while we are
singing them why do we feel our hair stand on end? Is it because we are
being nostalgic or is there someone trying to grab our attention?

Churches are open all year around and I’m pleased to say that St Pauls has
had a lot of new faces over the past 12months. We are a church trying to
engage with our community, trying to engage with those around us to
share in the message of Christ either said or unsaid. I urge you to journey
with us as we courageously walk forward into the unknown. We are all on
different stages of this journey and that’s OK -we all walk at a different
pace too! St Pauls will be with you every step of the way, as we try to
make sense of the world around us with Brexit looming and Donald
Trump as America’s President.

We will be here spreading the news which does not date, nor does it
change - that Christ came into the world for every person, young, old,
rich or poor. Christ loves you, he accepts you as you are and he welcomes
you, as we do here at St Paul’s.
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If T were a shepherd I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man [ would do my part;

Yet what I can I give him —
Give my heart.
Christina Rossetti.
Have a beautiful, fun filled Christmas.
Love in Christ.
Helen.

Regular Services at St. Paul’s

Service Language Day Time
All Age Modemn Ist Sunday 10.45 am.
Service
Parish Modern 2nd, 3rd & 10.45 a.m.
Eucharist 4th Sunday
Parish Modern 5th Sunday 10.30 am.
Eucharist with St Martin’s
Choral BCP 2nd Sunday 6.30 p.m.
Evensong
Commuion BCP Wednesday 9.30 am.
Pre-school Modern Tuesday 930 a.m.
Praise

Remember! You can see the magazine

in full colour on the St Paul’s website
—www.stpaulsheatonmoor.org.uk

The cost of publishing and printing The Voice of St Paul’s continues to rise.
Any donations to help with these costs will be gratefully received by the Church
treasurer David Bradshaw on 431 4661 or email daveb76brw@tiscali.co.uk .

Contributions towards content also gratefully received by the Editor Virginia
Lloyd! (ginia lloyd@outiook.com)




Special Services and Events
at St Paul’s

Saturday 3rd December Christmas Fair
Sunday 4th December 10.45am Toy Service

Sunday 18th December 6.30pm Carol Service

Thursday 8th December 7.00pm Charity Concert in church
by Manchester College Musical Theatre.

Sunday 11th December 4.00pm Christingle Service
at HMUC

Sunday December 18th 6.30pm Nine Lessons & Carols

Saturday December 24th 3.00pm Crib Service
Christmas Eve 11.00pm Midnight Communion

Sunday December 25th 10.45am Family Service
Christmas Day with Communion

Sunday January 1st 10.45am All Age Service

Sunday January 15th 6.30pm Choral Evensong (not Jan 8th)
Sunday January 22nd 10.45am Patronal Festival

Sunday January 29th 10.30am Joint Service at St Martin’s

Sunday March 26th 10.45am Mothering Sunday



